Bibliographic Indices This publication is listed in bibliographic services, including Current Contact dermatitis (CD) is an environmental disease par excellence: Without skin contact to irritants or allergens no one will develop CD. Furthermore, it is an extremely frequent, chronic and possibly disabling disease resulting in considerable economic damage to the individual and the community. Thirdly, it is basically a preventable disease, and prevention is a must considering that therapy is symptomatic and often of limited value.
While dermatologists do a marvellous job in diagnosing CD and elucidating its causes, CD prevention has been a neglected aspect of clinical dermatology.
As a matter of fact, CD prevention is something that should not happen in hospitals or practices, but in the daily life of workers and consumers.
Therefore, an integrated approach is needed involving many specialties:
(1) chemists, toxicologists, pharmacists and cosmetologists in the risk prediction of chemicals and in the formulation of products; (2) Valuable knowledge on disease prevention exists in all of the mentioned specialties, but this is the first time this information has been brought together in a text devoted to the preventive aspects of CD. We hope that this book will be useful both for planning preventive strategies and for the prevention of CD in the daily practice of dermatologists and occupational physicians. 
